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‘i’ve been trying’ 8 years 
without a job.

In the documentary film, ‘I’ve been trying’ 8 years without a job, 
director Sam Flans asks young South Africans what holds them back on 
the road to becoming economically active; young people share their 
experiences on getting certified, on how much job-seeking costs, and on 
the difficulties of growing side hustles into profitable businesses.

Many young people face the same roadblocks.

In this toolkit, we have rounded up some solutions that young people 
have used to overcome these roadblocks.

What worked for you? Share your solutions with young people in your 
community and in the Youth Capital network. Let us know!

meet eh!woza.

Eh!woza brings together scientists, artists and young people to provide 
accurate information and stimulate debate and discussion around health 
and disease. In doing so, Eh!woza hopes to improve positive health 
choices and decrease stigma. 

Follow Eh!woza on social media to find information about health, 
especially diseases like TB, HIV and COVID, and other issues that face 
young people. Share, comment, like and spread awareness. By following 
Eh!Woza on social media, you will get updates on all events, screenings 
and opportunities.

083 973 6642 @youthcapital_sa

Youth Capital @YouthCapitalSA

Ehwoza

Ehwoza

@ehwoza

@eh_woza



Do your bit to reduce dropout in your school or community - the Zero Dropout 
Campaign has put together an interactive guide for innovative dropout pre-
vention and reintegration strategies in schools. Find out more here: 
https://zerodropout.co.za

If you think that you didn’t do well in your matric exam, or left school in Grade 
9-12, chat to your teacher or go to the Education District Office close to you, 
and register for the Second Chance Matric Programme.
 
To find information about exam registration, create a profile on 
SA Youth.mobi (it’s data-free!) and search for Second Chance Matric. You can 
prepare for the exam by using resources (study guides, study tips etc.) on the 
platform. You can check the website, https://sayouth.mobi/ and call the 
guides at SA Youth’s toll-free number for a full range of support:  
0800 72 72 72. 

Speak to your Work-Integrated Learning Manager or Career Development 
Officer at your college about possible opportunities. You can also look out on 
SA Youth.mobi for relevant posts.

Check out SA Youth.mobi here: https://sayouth.mobi/

If you’re at a Technical Vocational Education and Training (TVET) 
College:

If you’re in school or trying to pass your matric:

Are there any solutions you’ve used in the past that worked for you? Let us know!

FIND WORK-INTEGRATED
LEARNING

JOIN 
ZERO DROPOUT

REGISTER FOR THE 
SECOND CHANCE MATRIC PROGRAMME



Find a volunteer or outreach project in a community where you can get 
involved.

DHL GradStar Awards is a national programme and ALL tertiary students and 
recent graduates with less than two years’ work experience can enter for free. 
The Awards allow students to be measured against criteria that recruiters look 
for in the ideal employee, and connect to potential employers and business 
mentors. 

Check out DHL GradStar Awards here: https://gradstar.co.za/

If you are registered at a public university in South Africa, you can check out 
Feenix and Ikusasa Student Financial Aid Programme (ISFAP). 

Feenix is an online fundraising platform that helps university students 
crowdfund their fees - check the criteria here: https://feenix.org/

ISFAP funds areas of study that create the skills most needed by the country, 
according to the ‘Occupations of High Demand’ (Department of Higher Educa-
tion and Training).

Check the areas of study that ISFAP funds here: 
https://www.isfap.org.za/frequently-asked-questions/

If you’re at university:  

find funding for
your university fees

Gain
Experience

connect with 
potential employers

Are there any solutions you’ve used in the past that worked for you? Let us know!



Learn more about yourself and grow your skills through JobStarter - a 
data-light platform to help you figure out your next steps for learning and 
earning opportunities. Check out JobStarter here:
https://jobstarter.org.za/signup

Register on SAYouth.mobi for learning and earning opportunities. 
SA Youth.mobi is data-free. Find more here: https://sayouth.datafree.co/
Register on JobJack to find vacancies near you - JobJack is data-free on MTN 
and Vodacom. Sign up here: https://jobjack.co.za/

Register on the National Youth Development Agency portal to find out more 
about funding opportunities. Check out  the portal here: 
https://erp.nyda.gov.za/register-job

If you’re interested in self-employment or entrepreneurship: 

If you’re a job-seeker:  

find opportunities
for funding

You can find relevant courses on managing your finances, or growing a side 
hustle on SA Youth.mobi or A!Academy:
https://activateacademy.org.za/

keep 
learning

use a VIRTUAL 
CAREER COACH

find LEARNING AND 
EARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Try to find a Labour Centre in your community where there may be adverts for 
vacancies.

go to a
LABOUR CENTRE

Find people in your community who own businesses (e.g: spaza shop owners; 
mechanics; car wash owners etc.), and ask them how they got started, and 
what helps them to keep their business running.

learn from
other hustlers



ACTION PLAN
#SHIFTGEARS


