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about youth capital.
Youth Capital is a national, youth-led advocacy and mobilisation campaign
that aims to address the current reality of massive, and sustained, youth
unemployment in South Africa.

There are currently over 20 million young people (15–34 years old) in South
Africa. It has been a longstanding reality that millions of youth are locked out
of education and employment opportunities. Currently, more than 8.5 million
youth are not in education, employment, or training.

Youth Capital dreams of a society in which all young people have the skills,
support, and opportunity to get their first decent job. In 2020, we launched
an Action Plan – shaped by young people’s day-to-day experiences and
ideas for change – to help coordinate our country’s collective efforts to
tackle youth unemployment.

The youth
unemployment

crisis has
dominated

headlines for more
than a decade.



The Action Plan was developed from the best evidence we could find, and
from our conversations with young people about their experiences of looking
for work. 

It highlights actions that, if taken, would improve employment outcomes for
young people: supporting them in completing their educational journey,
supporting them in their journey from education into the labour market, and
ensuring that existing employment opportunities provide stepping stones to
sustainable livelihoods. 

Read more about the Action Plan here.

the action plan.
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https://api.youthcapital.co.za/uploads/resource/file/10/YOUTH_CAPITAL__SHIFT_.pdf


We, at Youth Capital, believe that by mobilising a network of stakeholders –
across the public, private, and civil society sectors – around the Action Plan, the
employment trajectory of our generation can be fundamentally changed.

The Youth Capital Influencer (YCI) Programme is one of the ways that we are
building a network, led by young people’s views and voices, that campaigns for
action – informed by the Action Plan – that aims to significantly reduce the level
of youth unemployment in South Africa.

The YCI Programme was launched in 2020. 76 young people, across three
provinces (Eastern Cape, Gauteng, and Western Cape), completed the programme
as the first-ever cohort of Youth Capital Influencers (YCIs). You can find out more
about the 2020 YCI Programme and YCIs by reading the 2020 YCI Yearbook.

about the youth capital
influencer programme.

94% of 2020 YCIs said that participating in the 
YCI Programme benefited them.

https://api.youthcapital.co.za/uploads/resource/file/12/2020_YCI_Yearbook_Final.pdf
https://bit.ly/3dhfag6


The 2021 YCI Programme builds on the foundation laid by the 2020 YCI
Programme. For this year’s programme, Youth Capital will bring together 30 young
people to be actively involved in creating and implementing our advocacy and
mobilisation campaigns. 

The 2021 YCI Programme.

help us create and
implement the

strategy for
campaigns.

The 2021 YCI  will 

The programme will be virtual (Zoom, WhatsApp, etc.); and will run for six months,
from mid-June until early December. These six months will be organised into three
similarly structured 2-month cycles that will each comprise 2–4 virtual sessions.

what we expect
from you.

Participate in all programme
sessions. 

Contribute your knowledge,
skills, ideas, and networks.

what you will
gain.

Network with peers and
thought leaders. 

Access to leadership and
skills development
resources.

Be a part of real-world
campaigns addressing youth
unemployment. 
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      Are passionate about Youth Capital’s vision and work.
     

To be eligible to participate in the 2021 YCI Programme, you must be 18–34 years
old and currently live in South Africa.

You should not apply for the programme if you are looking for a capacity-building or
training programme. While the 2021 YCIs will build their knowledge and develop
their skills, this is not the core purpose of the programme.

Who Should Apply?

Believe that young people’s views and voice should be central 

Are inspired by, and want to raise awareness about, the Action Plan.

Intentionally use your influence to be a change agent.

     Want to contribute your knowledge, skills, ideas, and networks – alongside other

     

Can commit 4–8 hours per month from June until December.

     

You should apply for the programme if you:

application info

 in interventions and programmes aimed at tackling youth unemployment. 

young people – to creating and implementing real-world advocacy and mobilisation
campaigns.

     



Apply using the online application form. Submit your application by 15h00 on
14 May.

You will hear back about the outcome of your application by 01 June.

If you are short-listed, you will be required to have someone submit a reference
on your behalf, supporting your application.

Successful applicants will be offered a place on the programme by 15 June.

Applications will be reviewed by the Youth Capital Hub, and applicants who most
closely meet the selection criteria will be offered a place on the 2021 YCI
Programme. The Youth Capital Hub's decision is final, and no correspondence will
be entered into regarding the outcome of your application.

how to apply.

APPLY for the
programme if you

want to be part of
creating and

implementing
real-world

campaigns
focussed on

tackling youth
unemployment in

South Africa.

applications

application info

https://forms.gle/fNuQPhBULQE8euYF8


Youth Capital does not offer funding for social projects or business ventures.

Frequently asked questions.
Does Youth Capital provide funding for social projects or business ventures?

The programme is an opportunity to contribute to creating, give input into, and help
to carry out real-world advocacy and mobilisation campaigns. The programme is
not a capacity-building or training programme.

What kind of programme is the YCI Programme?

The programme will take place virtually. It will not include travel.
Will the YCI Programme take place in-person?

The programme will start in June 2021 and end in December 2021.
How long is the YCI Programme?

FAQ

The programme will require 4–8 hours per month.
What is the time commitment for the YCI Programme?

All sessions are mandatory.
Do I have to attend all YCI Programme sessions?

It is free to participate in the programme. Costs such as data will be covered by
Youth Capital.

Do I have to pay anything to participate in the YCI Programme?

The programme is only open to young people who are currently 18–34 years old.

Is there an age requirement?

The programme is open to young people of any nationality, as long as they currently
live in South Africa.

Is there a nationality requirement?
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A minimum level of education is not required for selection.

Is there an education level requirement?

The programme is not a paid employment opportunity. Successful applicants will
not receive a salary or a stipend.

Is the YCI Programme a job opportunity?

A certificate and a reference letter will be awarded to those who successfully
complete the programme.

If I am selected for the YCI Programme, will I receive anything if I successfully
complete it?

The programme is open to young people who are currently unemployed, employed,
or studying.

Do I have to be unemployed?

Apply for the programme using the online application form.
How do I apply?

Applications can be submitted from 07 May 2021 until 14 May 2021. No
applications will be accepted after 15h00 on 14 May 2021.

What is the deadline for applications?

We will let you know what the outcome of your application is by 01 June 2021.
When will I hear from the Youth Capital Hub?

FAQ
s

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/155uBptsU_r3DEl7P0GHfphhKQ0fo72lyaxLdPu8ZUyQ/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://forms.gle/fNuQPhBULQE8euYF8
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